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Your money...

Upon receipt, all monies paid for these tours are placed in a specific ‘client trust account’ where it
cannot be drawn by us until after completion of the tour. This is in accordance with EU Directives
and ensures that your money is safe in the unlikely event of corporate failure by Geo Supplies.

What you need to do now...

Get your booking form off as as soon as possible and wait for further instructions as to when to
book your flight etc.

We look forward to hearing from you. If you need additional brochures for friends or relatives,
please let us know.

Any Questions?

Please ring Chris Darmon on 0114 2455746 if you have any questions or queries.
I’ll do my best to help you.

Iceland Easter
Adventures
2010

March 26 - April 9
Choice of 7 and 14

night tours

Book Now & Save £50.00
per person - guaranteed!

     



A word from the leader...
As you will be aware, the Icelandic economy has been badly hit by the world reces-
sion with high levels of unemployment. On the positive side, the value of the curren-
cy is currently low and inflation is under control. Importantly, we retain all our con-
tacts in the tourism field and look forward to a new season. Since 1997 we’ve
brought over 500 people to Iceland to enjoy some of the finest natural scenery and
hospitality in the world.

Over the years, we have built up an excellent rapport with our Icelandic partners that
goes beyond a mere working relationship. So for 2010 we are continuing to work
with Sigurgeir our guide and his brother Ingi, our coach driver. I will personally lead
the tour and will be accompanied by a geological assistant. We’ll also be using a num-
ber of our tried and tested hotels and restaurants. We combine all these ingredients
to give you, what we hope is one of the very best introductions to Iceland available
anywhere.

Our tours are aimed at a wide audience, including anyone with an interest in geology
or natural history. I’m often asked “How serious are your tours?  Will I be expected
to take notes?”  The answer to both questions is that it’s entirely up to you - we pro-
vide the experience and the locations and then you can take it from there - and yes,
we do have fun!  The true test of any formula is judging whether or not it works - the
fact that people come back seems to me to be the answer - and that includes part-
ners who profess to having no interest in geology!

For Easter 2010 there are two week-long tours on offer, the first takes in the beautiful
south coast, as far east as the Vatnajokull glacier, the Reykjanes Peninsula and the
Reykjavik area the second week takes in the enchanting Westman Islands and then
heads north to the Snaefelsness Peninsula and Whale Fjord for a real touch of
‘Icelandic adventure’. Both tours include the classic Golden Circle tour with Gulfoss
waterfall (see cover), Geysir and the Mid-Atlantic Ridge.

Can’t make you mind up which tour to book?  Why not maximise your visit by taking
the ‘full monty’ 14-nights?  This offers superb value as well as offering the very best
introduction to Iceland. We traditionally attract good interest for these tours so early
booking is advised.

Kind regards

Chris Darmon BSc

Cost 

At the time of writing this brochure, the Icelandic Kroner is weak against the £ Sterling and so the prices
shown reflect this. Should there be significant changes in the value of the Kroner we reserve the right to
change the prices shown here, this may even lead to a fall in the advertised price.

Anyone booking before September 30 2009 is guaranteed to get the best prices, which will always be
adjusted to reflect any price reduction, should that occur.

Classic Iceland, 7-nights March 26 - April 2
For 2 people sharing a double or twin room, the cost will be £995.00 per person; for single occu-
pancy, the cost will be £1150.00 per person.

Iceland Spirit of Adventure, 7-nights April 2-9
For 2 people sharing a double or twin room, the cost will be £995.00 per person; for single occu-
pancy, the cost will be £1150.00 per person.

Iceland the full monty, 14-nights March 26 - April 9 - the best value!
For 2 people sharing a double or twin room, the cost will be £1750.00 per person; for single
occupancy, the cost will be £1995.00 per person.

N.B. If you wish to stay on a day or two, or come early, extra nights can be added with good rates avail-
able through us for a number of hotels.

See booking section for staged payment options..

What’s included in the cost?

• The services of Chris Darmon and assistant as tutors, and Sigurgeir our Icelandic guide who
will be available to you at all reasonable times

• Accommodation and meals as specified in the brochure
• Coach excursions as described and the cost of the Westman Island ferry
• Cost of film shows and museums admissions where shown.

What’s excluded from the cost?

• The cost of travel between your home and Keflavik airport Iceland and return
• Midday lunch – though we will always stop where you can get snacks at a reasonable price
• Travel insurance
• Incidental expenditure
• Transfers with Flybus between Reykjavik and Keflavik, includes dropping off outside Hotel Lind 

and costs 2200Iskr (about £13.00).
• Transfers to Keflavik Icelandair Hotel, around 1000Iskr (£6.00)

Insurance

Everyone booking a place and paying a deposit is required to take out holiday insurance. You will
be required to send proof of such cover, which is widely available on the High Street.

Booking

Please fill in and return a signed booking form. Your booking will be confirmed upon receipt of
either a deposit of £250.00 per person or the full payment. If you pay in full at the time of booking
and not later than September 30th. 2009, you can deduct £50.00 per person for all prices shown. If
you pay a deposit now, the balance of the brochure price will be due by January 31st. 2010.



Introduction

Geologically, there is no younger country in
Europe than Iceland – indeed it is still form-
ing today, as the Mid-Atlantic rift zone pass-
es through it. Iceland therefore sits astride
the European and American plates with a
culture and history that is entirely its own,
starting with the earliest settlers back in
the ninth century – possibly from Ireland.

Today, Iceland’s population of around
300,000, around 70% of whom live in the
Reykjavik area, enjoy a high standard of liv-
ing based on the country’s ‘raw materials’
fish and water!  It’s a stable democracy with
a long tradition of parliamentary government. It also holds strongly to the traditions of a Lutheran
Christian society that combines the traditions of the past with a liberal approach to life.

Despite being badly hit by the current recession, Icelanders still enjoy good health care, social wel-
fare and education with no less than seven universities. They are particularly proud of their care
for the elderly that is entirely run by the state and is free at the point of delivery. They pay for all
this however with a tax regime that would be seen as harsh by UK standards.

Iceland had a reputation for high prices, whilst this still holds true for alcohol, the near collapse of
it's currency in recent months has changed things a lot. We cover most expenditure – leaving you
to cover only incidental items such as a lunchtime snack.

As for the weather, whilst it will be cooler than at the same time in the UK, it may not be as cold
as you might think. Average temperatures in March/April are about 4-6° C. Icelandic weather
often changes very rapidly, so you should be prepared for almost anything!  As for daylight hours
they will be longer than those you experience in the UK at these times. This is especially true in
the evenings with Iceland operating on GMT throughout the year.

In short, Iceland exudes ‘quality’ in everything from a simple cup of coffee to a meal, from its public
buildings and services to its shopping malls. Crime is almost non-existent and everywhere is con-
sidered to be safe.

Getting to Iceland

There have been significant recent changes to the pattern of flights to Iceland from the UK.
Icelandair, flies from Manchester, Glasgow and London Heathrow. Iceland Express flies from
London Gatwick. Please note that there are currently no flights from London Stanstead.

Tour dates have been fixed to maximise the flight options so that you have a full choice of routes.
Prices for flights to Iceland are very competitive. but now is not the time to make your booking as
the flights will not be released until October/November at the earliest. If it helps you, we are
happy to reserve extra hotel nights for you at very competitive prices. It should be possible to
secure return flights for around £200.00 - we will advise you when to make your flight booking -
do not do it yet.

Getting around Iceland

Icelandic roads are generally good, although in country areas they tend to be made of rolled vol-
canic ash. Icelanders are used to rapid changes in road conditions and drive accordingly – snow
rarely stops things from moving!  

Easter Sunday, April 4
Time to take in a church service if you
wish. We have a full day to explore the
island at our leisure, discovering the
‘new’ land created in 1973 when the
volcano Eldfell erupted. Feel the warm
ground beneath your feet!  We also
take in the drama of 1973 with a visit
to the ‘volcano films’ at the local cine-
ma. Another fine evening meal in the
hotel’s restaurant.

Monday, April 5
We return to the mainland and head
north via the route of the ‘Golden
Circle’ taking in Geysir, the mid-
Atlantic ridge and Gulfoss the fabulous
waterfall (see cover) we continue
northward to Borganes and the Hotel
Hamar our base for the next three
nights.

Tuesday, April 6
We take a full day excursion around the Snaefelsjokull Peninsula, home to the ‘Jules Verne’ volcano
in ‘Journey to the centre of the Earth’. I’d like to say that we will do a circuit of the entire penin-
sula, but we’ve never managed it yet, there’s just so much to see. In the evening there’s time to
enjoy a leisurely meal and some time in the outdoor hot tubs.

Wednesday, April 7
We go further north taking in something more of Iceland’s fjord scenery, along with volcanics and
the great Barnafoss waterfall. We also take in a hot spring area that will amaze and delight you.
Subject to the weather we will journey to the edge of the Iceland’s desert interior in search of fine
geology, canyons and rare birds!

Thursday, April 8
We return to Reykjavik via the fabulous Whale Fjord with its unique rhyolitic rocks and excellent
scenery. You’ll also see something of where British troops and naval personnel fought major bat-
tles during World War 2, as well as a whaling station. We spend our last night at Fosshotel Lind in
Reykjavik and say goodbye to our Icelandic team over a meal at a great local restaurant.

Friday, April 9
Flybus transfers to the airport, serving all morning departures. Relax and enjoy the city if you are
leaving later in the day.

Iceland The Full Monty 14-nights
March 26 -
April 9

Participants in the full 14-day tour will be offered a free day on Wednesday, March 31st. You will be
provided with a Reykjavik Tourist Card that offers free admission to museums and swimming pools
and also unlimited travel on the city’s buses.

Alternatively, why not take in either a short flight over the glaciers or a super-jeep tour onto the
glaciers?  Both these are subject to availability and at a modest extra cost. Full costs and choices
will be given to you at the start of the tour.



On our tours we will make use of a comfortable coach, with a crew that comprises Ingi the driver
and his brother Sigurgeir (Siggi) as guide. They are two of the sons of the late Reykjavik University
Geophysics Professor and have been almost weaned on natural history and geology. They are both
highly informative and fun to be with.

Walking

Our excursions are designed to get you as close as possible to the relevant sites and will, in almost
every case, involve minimal walking distances. Everything therefore should be within the capabili-
ties of all of the party.

However, if at any time you wish to ‘opt out’ that will be fully acceptable and understood. In view
of the uncertainties of the weather you are strongly advised to bring all waterproofs and walking
boots – particularly as you may be walking on snow in some places.

Accommodation & Food

Good food and a good night’s rest are important elements to our tours and we have worked hard
to bring you good quality hotels that have a reputation for good food. All rooms will provide
either en suite, or private facilities. Single accommodation is a problem all over Iceland, hence the
rather high single supplement. We are happy to help anyone looking for someone to share a twin
bedded room – simply indicate on the booking form.

Breakfast is almost always buffet style with a wide range of items, including cereals, fruit, cold
meats, fish and cheese, together with breads and spreads. Evening meals are home cooked with a
variety of culinary experiences across the week including traditional Icelandic dishes.

For lunch we will always find a suitable stop at which a sandwich and a bowl of soup can be
obtained for a reasonable price. This is the only food that is not generally included in your tour
price. These stops also provide a rest period for the driver and always good clean toilet facilities.

Classic Iceland 7-nights
March 26 - April 

This is our classic Iceland tour that takes in the Mid-atlantic Ridge, the Geysir and also includes three
nights on the fabulous beautiful Icelandic South coast with its glaciers, waterfalls and mighty cliffs. What
follows is an outline itinerary that may be subject to change.

Friday, March 26
Arrive at Keflavik Airport and transfer to the nearby Icelandair Hotel. A relaxing evening begins
with a welcome drink and will be followed by your evening meal – with the rest of the evening
down to you. Full use of the Hotel gym and sauna is included.

Saturday, March 27
Full day excursion taking in the Rykjanes Peninsula with the bridge over the Atlantic before heading
eastwards to Vik on the south coast. We end at the country hotel, Hofdabrekka, our base for the
next three nights.

Sunday, March 28
A full day excursion eastwards to the fabulous Vatnajokull Glacier, the largest in Europe. See how
the glacier has retreated in recent years and examine some of the rocks that the ice has carried.
Get ‘close up and personal’ with Europe’s largest glacier.

Monday, March 29
A full day excursion in the area around Vik, taking in some amazing coastal scenery with fine caves,
arches and stacks. Get ‘right inside’ to see something of the plumbing system of a volcano.

Tuesday, March 30
We take a day getting back to Reykjavik and may get close to the classic volcano Hekla, and weath-
er permitting get to the edge of Iceland’s interior. We spend our remaining nights at Fosshotel
Lind in central Reykjavik.

Wednesday, March 31
We take a day excursion around the famous ‘Golden Circle’ that includes the mid-Atlantic ridge,
the waterfall Gulfoss and fabulous Geysir. an evening opportunity to visit “The Volcano Show”.

Thursday, April 1
We take a closer look at the geology of the Reykjavik area with a rare glimpse at recent sedimen-
tary rocks as well as a few roadside exposures that will set you talking. We make a visit to a mill
shop and a sightseeing tour around the capital. We enjoy our evening email at a local restaurant.

Friday, April 2
Flybus transfers to the airport, or stay on for more!  

Those staying on, or with later flights, have a free morning. After lunch we will be able to offer a
visit to the Blue Lagoon outdoor swimming experience at a modest additional cost and can drop
people at the airport for later departures before dropping those staying on at their hotel in
Kefavik.

Iceland Spirit of Adventure 7-nights
April 2-9

Something a little different as we take you off to some of the places a little further off the tourist beat,
where you will discover more of ‘real Iceland’ and its nature. This is not a more difficult tour, it is just as
accessible. For those who would like to add a little extra, you may be able to add the first three nights to
the Classic Iceland tour if you wish and take the Classic Iceland Plus, 10-night tour, thereby including the
Westman Islands and Blue Lagoon - ask for prices and availability.

Friday, April 2
Arrive at Keflavik Airport and transfer to the nearby Icelandair Hotel. A relaxing evening begins
with a welcome drink and will be followed by your evening meal – with the rest of the evening
down to you. Full use of the Hotel gym and sauna is included.

Saturday, April 3
We take the ferry across to the Westman Islands for a 2-night stay at the comfortable Hotel
Thorshamar. . We will spend the afternoon getting to know this unique island and the community
of Heimaey which boasts the largest fishing fleet in Iceland and which had to be evacuated in 1973
when the volcano Eldfell erupted, burying much of the town. We’ll enjoy some of the finest fish
for our evening meal at the hotel’s restaurant.


