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Warwickshire in the heart of
England...

The geographical centre of England is one of those hotly contested things, but the Warwickshire village of Meriden is one of them.
The University of Warwick, on the southern outskirt of Coventry is our base for this, our 2027 Summer School.

The University of Warwick offers good quality ensuite accommodation for our use during the Summer Vacation. We'll also have the
use of a room for evening activities. The venue is centrally situated and easy to reach from almost anywhere in the UK. We'll be
taking advantage of the central location to get to a fine range of geological locations.

There will be Precambrian and Cambrian rocks in Charnwood and Nuneaton, along with local Carboniferous outcrops, including an
unusual red bed. Further afield, we will take in the varied rocks of the Black Country Geopark which brings in The Silurian and
Devonian, along with the Permo-Trias. Moving to the south, we will take in the Jurassic rocks of the Cotswold Hills. There’s so
much to see!

We expect that there will be a high take up for this trip, with new people keen to sample a summer school as well as seasoned
returners. There will be a warm welcome for one and all!

Chris Darmon & Colin Schofield downtoearth@geosupplies.co.uk
Joint leaders & organisers
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The nearest railway station is Coventry, about 5 miles away. From there you Local
can get a taxi or take the bus to the University. By road, there are good rout.

s from all points of the compass. (8580|Oglca
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Getting Around

During the week we’ll have the daily use of a coach that will take us to our
field sites. On most days, we hope to be able to off a choice of two
different programmes that should meet your interests and knowledge.

On each field day there will be a choice of venues from those that require
modest walking through to others where there be little or no walking
involved. Everyone should he able to find something that is within their own
capabilities. However, if at any time you wish to ‘opt out’ that will be fully ac-
ceptable and understood. In view of the uncertainties of the weather you are
strongly advised to bring all waterproofs and walking boots — particularly as
you may be walking over rough ground.

The Geology & landscape
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Yes, the geology of Warwickshire is extremely varied but don’t take my word
for it, here are the words of others...

This comes from the Warwickshire Geological Conservation Group: N
“Warwickshire has one of the most varied selections of rocks in the country.

It spans over 600 million years from the depths of the Precambrian period,

with violent volcanic eruptions, through to the much more recent sands and
gravels which formed during the Pleistocene ice age, whose latest phase was

only 10,000 years ago.

Scale (Km)

The rocks vary from hard lavas, sandstones of many colours, grey and honey coloured limestones, coal, and soft silts, clays and gravels. They reflect
environmental conditions which at various times have been desert, marine, equatorial and arctic. The rock types also influence the scenery with, for
example, harder limestones and ironstones. forming high ground such as Edge Hill in south Warwickshire. In rural areas the building materials of
cottages and farms often reveal the nature of the local rocks.

The county boasts a superb variety of fossils from Cambrian triolobites to the huge range of Jurassic invertebrates. Unique reptile and amphibian
bones and footprints from the Triassic are of special interest, while marine reptile remains from the Lower Jurassic, such as the Wilmcote plesiosaur,
are equally spectacular.

Many rocks are commercially valuable, with quarries and mines being dug to extract them. Some rocks have been used for building stones, and oth-
ers as sources of metals like iron and manganese. Coal was exploited as fuel, clays for pottery, and brick making; limestone provides cement and the
sands, and gravels are sources of aggregate.The county has many abandoned quarries and today, these give us perfect opportunities to see the un-
derlying geology.”
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This comes from The Open University Geological Society:

“The geology of Warwickshire is extremely varied with the underlying rocks
representing the last 600 million years of time. Rocks from the Permian,
Triassic and Jurassic periods dominate much of Warwickshire, with the red
clays and sandstones of the Mercia Mudstone (Triassic) forming the
underlying geology of the northern part of the County and the marine clays
of the Lower Jurassic (known as the Lias) occurring in the south.”

The Summer School programme
At this stage, this is meant to be indicative of the likely course content. Final &
details will be published much nearer to the time when we will be able to

indicate the choices that will be possible within the programme.

Field excursions...

* The varied geology of the Nuneaton inlier

* The Charnwood Forest Geopark - some lesser known sites
* Geological sites in the Black Country Geopark

* The Quaternary of the Coventry area

* Leckhampton Hill and the Cotswold escarpment

* Burton Dassett Country Park - Warwickshire’s ‘Jurassic Park’
* The Triassic rocks of Coten End,Warwick

» Carboniferous rocks of the Breedon area of Leicestershire

Indoor sessions so far being considered include...

* The Charnwood Forest Geopark
* British Geological Survey and what it does for the nation
* Modern geological conservation.
* Collecting and conserving fossils

Social programme...

We hope to be able to organise a special last evening dinner with an after dinner speaker. Details will appear later.

Accommodation & Food

Warwick University is well known for its conference facilities and are pleased
to welcome us to their campus. Over the years it has hosted many
conferences and events, covering a host of subjects and involving delegates
from many different countries.

All the rooms are en-suite. Most are single, with a sprinkle of double/twins.
The rooms are clean and simple. All meals will be taken on site in a nearby
building where you will be served restaurant quality food by friendly staff.
Packed lunches will be available for each field day. A bar will be available each
evening for our use (subject to confirmation).

On site car parking is available but may be subject to a charge - details will be
sent out later.

€ost

As you will appreciate, there’s a lot that goes into the organisation of a trip like this, including the arrangement of hired
transport. However, we have tried hard to keep the costs as low as possible.

The cost of the 7-night trip will be £1695.00 per person, for single rooms, and the same for the limited double and twin
bedded rooms as available.

What’s included in the cost?

* The services of Chris Darmon and Colin Schofield as tutor/
organisers, who will be available to you at all reasonable times

*  Accommodation and meals as specified in the brochure

*  Excursions and admissions for all trips included for the group

What’s excluded from the cost?

* The cost of travel between your home and Harper Adams University and return
* Travel insurance
* Incidental expenses



Everyone booking a place and paying a deposit is strongly advised to take .
out holiday insurance. This can cover you against loss of money in the
event of cancellation etc. Cover is often included in with your credit card
or bank account.

Please fill in and return a completed booking form.. Your booking
will be confirmed upon receipt of either a deposit of £300.00 per
person or the full payment. The balance of the brochure price will
be due by May 3Ist 2027.

This trip will run provided a minimum of 25 people have booked by
January 31st 2027.

Carvers Rock at Foremark Reservoir (Image: Charnwood Geopark)
Your money...

Upon receipt, all monies paid for these trips are placed in a specific ‘client trust account’ where it cannot be drawn by us until after completion of
the tour. This is in accordance with EU Directives and ensures that your money is safe in the unlikely event of corporate failure by Geo Supplies.

What¢ happens next?

As soon as we are in a position of confirming that the trip will run - we will let you know. You will then be free to start making your own travel
plans and to take advantage of any early deals on train tickets.

Please don’t make any travel arrangements until we have been in touch with you.

Non-resident packages

We are sorry but we will not be able to offer a non-resident package for this year’s Summer School.




